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  Journey to the Cross in this Lent 
Loving Our Community on the Way 



We are in the middle of Lent. This is a me when we are re-
minded starkly who we are and who God is. We are the creat-
ed, we are God’s children, we are ephemeral and dust, and 
God is our Creator, Abba Father, and our purpose and our rea-
son for being!  We are created in the image of God, we have 
become alive by God’s spirit, we have been shaped by God’s 
Word, we have been affirmed by God’s love, and we are sus-
tained by God’s grace. That’s who we are! We exist because of 
God and for God’s glory! We are beau ful, resilient, and strong 
with God but we are frail, weak, sinful, and helpless apart from 
God.  That’s who we are!   
 
These past couple of months reminded me of our mortality starkly.  I am s ll in shock 
with the passing of my candidacy mentor, Rev. Martha Forrest, s ll crying over my dear 
friend’s passing, Rev. Jack Gilbert whom I have known for over 30 years, and s ll can’t 
grasp that one of my buddies who is younger than me has terminal liver cancer. A lot of 
reminders.  As Psalm 90 tells us like it is: 

 
The days of our life are seventy years, 
    or perhaps eighty, if we are strong; 

even then their span is only toil and trouble; 
    they are soon gone, and we fly away… 

So teach us to count our days 
    that we may gain a wise heart. 

 
Lent is a me when we reflect on our frailty and mortality and be reminded that we are 
created in the image of God, became alive by God’s spirit, shaped by God’s Word, 
affirmed by God’s love, and sustained by God’s grace.  It is not supposed to be a de-
pressing me or a despairing me.  It is a me that we check our rela onship with God. 
It is a me that we get our life in order.  It is a me that we prac ce dying to ourselves. It 
is a me that we realize that God does not give us solu ons or answers to all life’s prob-
lems, but God gives himself in Jesus Christ for us! Lent is a strengthening me! Lent is a 

me we grow up spiritually and gain a wise heart! Let’s keep journeying together in this 
season of Lent. 

Pastor’s Corner 
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Hope’s 
Highlights     
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Easter month is upon us! We have had several volunteers hard at work to prepare for our Easter 
Egg Hunt on March 23rd! Thank you so much to everyone who has donated, helped stuff eggs, 
and volunteered help with cra s. Our biggest need as we approach the big day is bags of small 
candy - no bigger than 1" x 1.5" - to go in the abundance of small, empty eggs we have le over. 
Please consider picking some up on your next grocery run. All dona ons can be dropped in the 
Youth Room or by the Front Desk. 

Everyone is invited to join us for the event on Saturday, March 23rd, rain or shine! We'll have 
egg hunts for infants through 5th graders, cra s for the whole family, and a great me of fellow-
ship and celebra on. Church members - consider coming and helping greet our community! 
Youth volunteers are needed an hour prior to the event (9AM) to help hide the eggs, so bring 
along your middle and high schoolers as well. It's sure to be a wonderful morning! 

We've had a great spring semester with our 
MPUMC Kids and Youth so far! Some of our 
highlights have been Scout Sunday and Ash 
Wednesday services. We love involving our 
young ones in the life and worship of the 
church. We are looking forward to an amazing 
summer with Vaca on Bible School, our youth 
mission trip, and so much more, so stay 
tuned!  

Hope Lewellen, Dir of Family Ministries 
770-921-8512 

 
hope.lewellen@mountainparkumc.org 
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Lunches of Love - Lenten Challenge 
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 Sermon Series: Jesus in Conflict 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Night Dinner Menus 
 

Menus are posted for March. Check this website: 
https://www.mountainparkumc.org/wnd  

Please sign up by Monday a ernoon to help our Kitchen Staff plan for 
the meal. Drop-ins are always warmly welcomed.  

3/3/24   Jesus in Conflict: Corrup on  John 2:13-22 
3/10/24 Jesus in Conflict: Worldly Desires   John 12: 20-33 
3/17/24 Jesus in Conflict:  Judas  Mark 14:10-19 
3/24/24 Jesus in Conflict:  Pilate  Mark 15: 1-15   Palm Sunday 
3/31/24 Jesus in Conflict:  He is Risen! Rise with Him:  Mark 16: 1-8   Easter Sunday 

The Shepherd’s Voice 
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Mission News 
 

Trinity Table ‐ Homeless Mission 
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Music Ministry 

Living Jesus, Loving Community 

Hello from the Music Ministry!  We have a few exci ng events and services coming up.  

On Palm/Passion Sunday, March 24th, we'll feature a special instrumental ensemble, along with 
the chancel choir and handbell choir. If you play an instrument, at any level, or are at least will-
ing to make a noise, you are welcome to join us! All ages, skill levels, and instruments are  invit-
ed. You don't even need to read music.  

The following Sunday, March 31st, is Easter! We'll be featuring excerpts from Hadels' Messiah, 
including the magnificent Hallelujah Chorus. The service will close in grand fashion with a sing-
along, so get ready to belt!  

Lastly, our Spring Concert, A Tide of Mornings, is scheduled for Saturday, April 20th at 7:30 PM. 
We always welcome new choir members, but the concert is a chance to join for a limited run. 
Designated concert rehearsals begin on Wednesday, April 3rd. 

So many great ways to get involved. Contact Dr. David Walters with any ques ons. 



 
         Financials as of 2/18/24 
 

 Opera ng Cash:        $ 99,431 
 Designated Cash:      $ 233,417 
  
 YTD Budget Needed  $ 195,701 
 YTD Actual Expenses $ 160,084 
 YTD Revenues             $ 147,302 
 

•       Piano Restora on Fund Update 
 Funds Needed  :       $ 50,000 
 Amount Pledged:     $ 18,360 
 Amount Received:   $   7,430 
 
The restora on will begin when the $50,000 is received. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glory Hallelujah! Congratula ons Mountain Park!  

The Barnes Evalua on and Administra on Team (B.E.A.T.)  approved our applica on for a 

$45,000.00 Grant!  Thank you CHURCH for all your prayers! Thank you, Rev. Charles Barnes, who this 

grant is named a er! Most of all, THANK YOU, GOD! for this gi  and encouragement!  

Financial Update  
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Spring Break Food Delivery 

  

Please help us by dona ng needed items for the meal kits we are assembling for our 
Spring Break Food Delivery in the food desert neighborhoods served by Lunches of 
Love. This is just one por on of the food and supplies we are preparing to help ease 
the food insufficiency for low income families during the week that kids are home from 
school.  It's a short shopping list but WE ARE LOOKING FOR 300 OF EACH ITEM BY THIS 
COMING SUNDAY, March 10th. 
 
If Amazon makes your life easier... you can shop by clickingthe bu on below. 
If you'd prefer for us to shop for you, or if you'd like to donate towards the cost of   
purchasing the meat and spices that go along with this meal kit, feel free to make an 
online dona on here (please scroll down to change the fund to "Lunches of 
Love"): h ps://onrealm.org/mountainparkumc/-/form/give/default 

or text “give2mpumc” to the number 73256. Follow the link, change the fund to 
"Lunches of Love", then complete your gi . 
 
If you are shopping and dropping off, please drop off items by Sunday, March 10. Drop 
off in the Family Life Center on Wednesday 5:30 - 6:30pm, Thursday 6:30 - 8pm or   
Sunday 9:30 - noon. There will also be a drop off loca on in the Narthex on Sunday 
morning. 
 

Lunches of Love - Service 

The Shepherd’s Voice 
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"A Peek at Preschool"  
 
We are so excited for Spring and for all the regrowth and renewal!  The Preschool is so 

honored to be named Among the Best in Gwinne !!  We have been growing our     

enrollment for the next school year during our early bird registra on and have over 25 

students registered for the 2024-2025 school year already!  Thank you for vo ng and 

con nuing to spread the word about the awesome Preschool ministry that we are 

blessed with at Mountain Park UMC.   

 

In moving forward with growth and renewal, it is me for a li le Spring cleaning at the 

preschool.  We are calling all volunteers that are willing to come out and help spruce 

up our playground area on Saturday, March 16th from 8am - 10am.  We are ge ng a 

delivery of mulch that will need to be moved onto the playground and we are hop-

ing to have enough hands to also help clean our small playground equipment.  We 

could use wheelbarrows, buckets and rags as well as a couple of pressure washers to 

help in this endeavor.  If you are able to volunteer or help with supplies, please email 

Beth McWilliams at beth.mcwilliams@mountainparkumc.org.  We always love to 

come together with the wider church community, whether in service or celebra-

on.  On March 21st we invite any and all to come celebrate a preschool spirit night at 

Chick-fil-A in Stone Mountain from 4pm - 8pm.  Enjoy some dinner and fellowship and 

a percentage of your meal gets donated back to the school.   

 

Easter season is truly a blessed me to celebrate. 

Our li les created a beau ful paper quilt that is 

hanging on the preschool hall that we will con nue 

to talk about through March as we celebrate this 

holy season.  We hope that the picture will also 

bring you joy.  That is just a li le peek at what's 

happening in preschool.  

 

In His Service  

Beth McWilliams, 
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Kathy Ashby On veros 
Hello! I am glad to be a rela vely new member of Mountain Park UMC!  A er re ring from a 
long career as a high school German teacher (known to thousands by now as Frau Ashby!), I 
moved from southern Illinois to the Lilburn area in April of 2023. I am a widow, and my only 

"child" is my four year old dachshund mix named Schaefer. I 
moved to this area to be closer to my brother and his family, 
who live in Decatur, and it has been great to be near them 
over the past several months! I also have one sister, who 
currently lives in New Jersey.  A er visi ng several churches 
in this area last summer, I felt like Mountain Park UMC was a 
good fit for me, and I have been so grateful for the warm 
recep on here. It was important to to me to find a church 
that reflects the love of God in many ways, including through 
service to others through programs such as Lunches of Love 
and the Trinity Table. Since joining the church, I have been 
par cipa ng in the chancel choir and thoroughly enjoying 

singing under Dr. David's direc on!  We are blessed to have outstanding leaders in both wor-
ship and music at MPUMC!  I enjoy pain ng and doing volunteer work (tutoring students and 
recording ar cles for MindsEyeRadio.org), and adding meaningful church events to my sched-
ule has been an important link that helps me grow in my faith. I am grateful to have found a 
new church family at Mountain Park UMC!    
 

Nancy Boehm 
Nancy was born and raised in Knoxville, TN. She received her Bache-
lor of Music Educa on degree from Georgia State University, a Mas-
ter of Music Educa on from West Georgia College, Educa onal Spe-
cialist in Music Educa on from Georgia State. She taught choral mu-
sic in middle and high schools in Coweta, Cobb, and Floyd coun es 
for 36 years. Nancy served as State Choral Chair for the Georgia Mu-
sic Educators Assn. for three years and was named Georgia Music 
Educator of the year in 2002. Nancy and her recently deceased hus-
band, JC, moved in 2021 to this area from Cave Spring, 
GA where they ran the Tumlin House Bed and Breakfast for 23 years. 
She has two sons. David lives in Lilburn with his wife, Megan and 
two children, Ma hew and Lennon. Jason lives in Pennsylvania with 
his wife, Becky, and two daughters, Hannah and Ellie. Nancy has en-
joyed singing in the choir and playing handbells for the last few 

months at Mountain Park UMC and is happy to become a part of the church family here. 

Meet New Members  



Page 12 Living Jesus, Loving Community 

Set your clocks one hour ahead this Sunday, March 
10, 2024, 2:00 am to Sunday, March 10, 2024, 3:00 am!  
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Saturday, March 30 from 1‐5pm 
(preferred) or Easter morning.  
 
Please bring fresh cut flowers 
and greenery from your garden 
or yard (or the store) to the 
front doors of the sanctuary on 
Saturday, March 30 from 1-5 pm 
(preferred) or Easter morning. 
We will adorn the cross and the 
church to celebrate and be a 
witness to the resurrec on.    

Happy Easter 
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ARC  
(Agape Reconciling Community) 

General Conference Info Sessions 

The 2024 UMC General Conference will be held April 23 – May 3, 2024, 
in Charlo e, North Carolina. 

Join the MPUMC Agape Reconciling Community (ARC for short) for a series 
of 3 General Conference Info Sessions on 4/10, 4/17, and 4/24 from 6:15-
6:45 pm in the FLC a er Wednesday Night Dinner. We'll construct a me-
line of important events in the history of the UMC, discuss the Wesleyan 
Quadrilateral, and have a Q & A session with one of our Pastors on what to 
expect from the 2024 General Conference. Come and share this me with 
us!  


